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162 Goddard Avenue 

Demolition Report ï September 2019 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:   162 Goddard Avenue 

Applicant:    Hellenic Association of Boston 

Building Type:  House and Chapel  

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  None 
 

  
 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The Eclectic style house and barn known as Rockwood were designed by Boston firm Fox, Jenney, and Gale for Arthur 

and Augusta Hartt in 1899.  Although Goddard Avenue has existed since the early 1700s, it did not take its current form 

until the 1860s and 1870s when the Town laid out the graded road. By the late 1800s, the area had become the home of 

large estates with substantial homes at their center. The property at 162 Goddard Street was originally part of the William 

Weld estate which was subdivided for development in the 1890s. The Hartts purchased the large parcel which, aside from 

the construction of the house and matching stables, also built in 1899, was otherwise undeveloped until the 1970s. Arthur 

Hartt is listed in the 1900 Census as a landscape architect but is otherwise listed as a broker and trustee with offices at 87 

Milk Street in Boston.  His wife, Augusta Batchelder Hartt organized Brooklineôs first Girl Scout troop during WWI. She 

went on to be instrumental in establishing the Girl Scouts throughout Massachusetts and worked to write the constitution 

for the National Girl Scouts. Her Brookline home was open to the Girl Scouts who used the fields, tennis courts, 

basketball courts and other outdoor amenities. The Hartts sold the house in 1946 to James and Betty Parker, sold it in 

1973 to its current owners. 

 

Architects Thomas A. Fox and Edwards J. Gale both graduated from MIT and opened their original firm, Fox and Gale, in 

1891.  Alexander S. Jenney joined the firm in 1899. Fox, Jenney and Gale are known for designing the Copley T Station 

Headhouse on Boylston Street and the Weston Public Library as well as at least one additional Brookline home at 769 

Washington Street.    

 

The unusual, elongated form of the house appears to be original to its 1899 construction as does the mix of Colonial 

Revival and Craftsman influenced trim and detailing which include deep overhangs and exposed raftertails with 

scrollwork decorating their lower ends. The building has been altered several times in its history, however. The three 

window dormer at the center of the front façade was added in 1907 when the attic space was finished, and in 1912, a 
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sunroom was added at the same time that the front vestibule was installed and the first floor enlarged.  The sunroom is 

presumably the existing one on the second floor of the rear façade but the changes to the first floor are otherwise 

unspecified. The house and stables remained unchanged from 1912 to 1975, when the Hellenic Association hired Group 

One architects to convert the stables into the existing chapel. Despite the significant alterations in use, the deep overhangs 

and decorative raftertails remain as a link between the house and the auxiliary structure. Interior changes were made to the 

house itself in 1977 and it is possible that the existing pergolas on the front and rear façade and the extension of the front 

vestibule roof were also completed at this time. The Hellenic Association built its education center and administrative 

building to the south of the original structures in 1978 and 1985 respectively. 

 

The house and chapel at 162 Goddard Avenue meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c.  The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d.  The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The buildings retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, workmanship and association. 

 

Aerial view of 162 Goddard Avenue, looking north.  
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Aerial view of 162 Goddard Avenue, looking west. 

 

 
 

 

Aerial view of 162 Goddard Avenue, looking south. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


